
GP Goes 3-2 at Hill City 
By Breanna Rath  
 
 The Golden Plains Lady Bulldogs traveled to Hill City on October 8 to compete 
in the Ringneck Classic. This was a six team round robin tournament, and each team was 
guaranteed five matches. The Lady Bulldogs went 3-2 on the day, to capture wins against 
Hill City, Trego, and Thunder Ridge. The Bulldogs fell to Atwood and Ness City.  
 GP faced Atwood early in the morning for the first match of the day. Starting off 
strong, the Bulldogs took a quick 19-5 lead. Atwood began to attack the ball and the Lady 
Bulldogs struggled to dig it up. Unable to get out of their slump, the Lady Bulldogs lost 
the first set 22-25. Frustrated with the shift of energy, the Lady Bulldogs came ready to 
play in the second set. Strong defense at the net kept the score in favor of the Bulldogs. A 
Bulldog 25-17 victory sent the match into three sets. The third set of play was difficult 
for the Lady Dogs. Unable to get anything to go their way, GP fell to Atwood 15-25 and 
took their first loss of the day.  
 After a quick one-game-break, Golden Plains prepared to play the host team, Hill 
City. The Lady Bulldogs took off on a quick lead, and the first set was over 25-12 in 
favor of the Bulldogs. To begin the second set, the Hill City Lady Ringnecks attacked the 
ball hard at the Bulldogs. Several hustle plays by both teams made for an exciting set to 
watch. Unfortunately, the Lady Bulldogs went into another third set after losing 21-25 in 
the second. The Ringnecks stayed close with the Bulldogs throughout the third set, but 
the Bulldogs powered through to win the final set 25-21.  
 Playing back-to-back, the Lady Bulldogs were warmed up for their third match of 
the day against the Trego Lady Eagles. With four Ace serves in a row from Senior 
Breanna Rath, the Bulldogs quickly took the lead against the Lady Eagles. Great defense 
both on and off of the net led the Bulldogs to a quick 25-19 victory. Excited with their 
performance, the Lady Bulldogs were ready to play the second set. The ball went back 
and forth between the Bulldogs and the Eagles, and several good rallies went on. The 
Bulldogs worked hard to secure the 25-22 set win, and took their second match victory. 
“I was proud of how we came back from the Atwood game,” said Jordyn Fleckenstein. 
“Being able to not let that game affect how we played these last two games is good on 
our part.”  
 The Bulldogs had a quick lunch break and then got back to business. The fourth 
match of the day was against the Ness City Lady Eagles. This was the second time these 
two teams played each other. Golden Plains defeated Ness earlier in the season.  
 Low on energy, the Lady Bulldogs had a slow start against the Lady Eagles. 
Trailing the Eagles 6-19, the Lady Bulldogs knew they needed to pick it up. Beginning to 
play with a little more energy, the Bulldogs gained some points, but not quite enough, as 
the Lady Eagles claimed the first set 13-25. Still not playing the best, the Lady Bulldogs 
fell to Ness in the second set 16-25.  
 The fifth and final match of the day was against the Thunder Ridge Lady 
Longhorns. The Lady Bulldogs quickly jumped to a lead against the Longhorns and 
worked their way up the scoreboard for a 25-14 first set win. Losing some of their 
momentum, the Bulldogs fell to the Longhorns in the second set 12-25. This was the third 
match to go into three sets for the Bulldogs. Determined to finish the day with a win, the 
Lady Bulldogs finished the third set with a 25-23 victory. “I was proud of how we did,” 



said Hayden Wark. “We went through some slumps, but I am proud of how we came 
back from them.” “We did a lot of good things throughout the day that we should be 
proud of,” added Sidney Taylor.  
 The Lady Bulldogs have a 19-9 record and will be one of the hosts for the 1A 
division II Sub-State tournament at the Colby Event Center on Saturday, October 22.  
 
 


